














1. Sampling Comprehensive keyword: 

a. Use purposive sampling to find maximum number and variety of images 

b. Use multiple keyword variations to widen search 

c. Use multiple researchers to check researcher bias 

2. Content            analysis Content analysis to identify and categorize image types (categories): 

a. Primary coding of images by dominant denotative element(s) 

b. Sorting by denotative and connotative themes 

c. Arranging representative photographs into groups based on themes 

3. Reflexive semiotic 

interpretation 
Interpretation of sign elements within and across image types: 

a. Denotative elements are analogical to reality and interpreted literally 

b. Connotative elements are supplementary to reality & interpreted theoretically 

c. Thematic relationships exist between categories and are identified using the ‘icon, index, symbol’ approach to analysis 

4. Synecdoche a. Identify synecdochical elements  

b. A single image that stands for the whole, or a whole that stands for a part 

c. Identify theoretical and operant implications 

5. Synthesis a. Review key components  

b. Describe visual themes 

c. Describe implications and make  recommendations 

This method approaches the photographic representation as an empirical object (Pennington and Thomsen, 2010). 

 






